Training Provides 
Reassurance 


hen it comes to District goals, passenger safety is “numero 
uno” and, of course, safety is especially critical for passen- 
gers who are visually impaired. 

BART says “Welcome!” to passengers who are blind or have 
sight impairments that affect their ability to move safely within a 
station to or from a train. BART facilities are completely accessi- 
ble to visually-impaired passengers. 

Every spring, BART’s System Safety Department provides ori- 
entation training for students from the Orientation Center for 
the Blind, California School for the Blind, Rose Resnick 
Lighthouse, Fremont Unified School District, Living Skills 
Center, Richmond School District, Lions Blind Center, San 
Mateo Unified School District, and the Department of 
Rehabilitation for the Visually Impaired. 

To put a new BART twist on an old saying, “Familiarity 
breeds confidence.” The more visually-impaired passengers 
know about BART station and cars, the more their confidence 
will be boosted. They will be more willing to use the system. 

An out-of-service BART train, operated by Gerald Morris, was 
used in the orientation at the 19th Street Station in Oakland. 

Coordinating this year’s orientation was Pamela Moffett. 
Helping out, from the Department of Transportation, were Fred 
Braese, Heather Hawkins and Betty Soo-Hoo, from BART's 
System Safety Department, Bob Campbell, Dale Wensler, Norma 
Del Mercado, Sookie Prado, Lee Cohen, Dick Pasini and Henry 
Miranda. b 


Working to ensure the smooth running of BART’s annual orienta- 
tion training for visually impaired students were, from left, Norma 
Del Mercado, Kathy Ross, Bob Campbell and Pamela Moffett. 


All Smiles for Mary and Brenda 


BAT 


m 
Mary Perez (left), and Brenda Blue are happy about the success í 
this year s Summer Youth Job Program. Mary assumed the coordiru 


tion of the program in July, when Brenda, who had supervised thi 
program for 11 years, transferred to the Transportation Department 


ne-hundred and seven high-school students from Alamed: 

Contra Costa County took part in BART’s Summer Youth 
Program, which is administered by the Affirmative Act 
Department. 

They worked at various jobs at different locations in prac! 
all parts of the District. One of the youths, Teva Garron 
for Jim Gallagher, the District’s Assistant General Manager. 

“Teva was great!” says Brenda Blue, who along with Mart 
coordinated the summer program for the eleventh year in a 
“She helped me organize this year’s program and showed 
much initiative, she went on to work for the Assistant Gene 
Manager,” Brenda says with pride. 

Helping teen-aged students comes naturally to Brenda. 
has a son, Malgy, Jr., 19, who goes to UC Berkeley, and a daug! 
ter, Brenaia, 16, who goes to Holly Names High School in 
Oakland. 

When Brenda took over the program there were only five par 
ticipants, but that number gradually grew through the years. 

Ten agencies help provide the students for BART’s summer 
program including the Business Academy, the Computer 


see Youth — page 7 


| Holiday Faire — Are You Ready? 
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Fong, Graham, 
Riddle Win Top 
Honors 


— 


Gregory Graham, Gary Fong and James Riddle, Jr., proudly hold 
the trophies they won at the International Rail Rodeo. competing in 
the maintenance category against representatives from ten other 
transit agencies. They are flanked by Assistant General Manger Jim 
Gallagher (left), and General Manager Dick White and Director Roy 
Nakadegawa. 


Compete Against Ten Transit Agencies 


Gr Fong, Gregory Graham and James Riddle, Jr., represent- 
ing BART in the International Rail Rodeo, walked off with 
top honors in the maintenance category. 

They competed against workers from the Chicago Transit 
Authority, the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority, the 
Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority, Metro Dade 
Transit (Miami), the Metro North (portions of New Jersey and 
New York), New York City Transit Authority, New Jersey Transit, 
TriMet (Portland), Sacramento Regional Transit and Santa Clara 
Transit. 

Competition included a written test, component identifica- 
tion in an “electronic mystery box,” a light board series, a torque 
wrench application, wheel gauge measurements, a nut and bolt 
dexterity plate, tool identification, defective component identifi- 
cation and a motor control contact changeout. 

Orchestrating the strategy of the BART 
team were “Coach” Bill McCoy, 
Hayward Shop Manager, and 
“Coach” Tamar Allen, Richmond 

Shop Manager. 

The annual rodeo competi- 
tion is sponsored by the 
American Public Transit 
Association. b 


El That little word “not” makes a big difference. 


BARTalk should have reported that Bob Rosen 
was recognized for his suggestion that train oper- 
ators be cautioned to not raise the P-handle when 
in the reverse jog mode. 

And we should have included George Yared in 
this suggestion. He received a check for $75. 
Congratulations, George! Sorry for the confusion, 
Bob! 


BARTalk should have pointed out that the 
Government and Community Relations 
Department, which is headed by Mitch Stogner, 
was the internal coordinator for the “We Mean 
Clean Week.” 


And somehow we managed to garble the spelling 
of Ed Snell's name. Our apologies, Ed. 


Brenda Blue, who came to work for BART more 
than 18 years ago, has joined the Transportation 
Department as a Senior Administrative Analyst for 
the Richmond Line. Formerly she was an 
Assistant Affirmative Action Analyst and had coor- 
dinated the Districts Summer Youth Program 
from 1982 until this summer. 


Corene Tyson, a Station Agent, asked BARTalk to 
convey a 'thank you” to everyone who sent cards, 
flowers and gifts in connection with the recent 
death of her mother. "Your thoughtfulness and 
kindness will never be forgotten,” she told us. 


Bill Missimer has joined the staff of Operations 
Liaisons as Budget Coordinator. He has been 
with the District for 25 years. (ls this new posting 
related to Bill's skill on the piano keys?) 


George Rohrback has been selected as Project 
Manager for the systemwide Security 
Improvement Program. The program includes 
constructing police zone command facilities, 
installing callboxes and improved lighting in park- 
ing lots and upgrading police radio in parking 
structures. 


BARTalk says “Thanks!” to Debora Faniel for 
alerting us that 50 adults and children toured the 
Morrison Knudson plant in Pittsburg on Take Our 
Daughters to Work Day. The Districts new rev- 
enue passenger cars are being assembled at the 
MK plant. b 
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It’s ‘Frosting on the Cake’ for Gene 


G ene Burkman, one of the supervising pro- 
ject engineers on the Dublin/ Pleasanton 
Extension, has a special place in his heart for 
the San Francisco Bay Area and BART. 

_ He began his civic engineering career 
building the first generation of BART back in 
1963, and today is one of the few people work- 
ing on the second generation who bridges the 
years between both phases of work. 

“Back then, we felt we were transit pio- 
neers,” Gene says, as he recalls those early days 
of planning and building. “BART was on the 
leading edge of system design and develop- 
ment—still is in many ways. Everybody 
involved evaluated a huge range of possibilities 
before implementing the system.” 

One of the, challenges they faced on the 
original system was the matter of train con- 
trol. “We faced some early problems in the 
train control system,” Gene says, “but we 
worked hard at the problem and eventually got all the bugs worked 
out. Today's modern systems are computerized—quite a differ- 
ence from the old days.” 

Gene says, “It was a great experience to work on the original 
system and see all of the pieces come together, but over the years 
much of the original technology and construction techniques have 
changed,” he says. “The early sixties forged new concepts in mass 
transit that have paid off for the Bay Area,” he says. 

Gene left BART in 1973 to join the engineering team building 
Atlanta’s transit system. He has been building transit systems for 
most of his working life and has worked on systems around the 


EMPLOYEE 
SUGGESTIONS 


Gabriel Luchessi, Diane Odom and Robert Scott each received 
BART's congratulations and a check for $150 for recent sugges- 


tions aimed at improving operational procedures. 

iG) in the shop, to be used when servicing the batteries. The 
reels reduce the clutter of hoses in the area, thereby creat- 

ing a safer work environment. 


Gabriel’s suggestion was to install hoses on reels mid-way 


Diane suggested affixing warning or caution decals at fax 

S/% machines in station agent booths. The decals would 

instruct agents to turn off the machine before responding 

to an emergency on the platform. Turning off the fax keeps the 
PABX line open. An open line might save a life! 

7 
Ki interior and exterior key switches of the revenue vehicles. 
his application will not only lessen the possibility of mal- 


function to the switches, but protect them from corrosion caused 
by exterior car-cleaning chemicals. b 


Robert’s suggestion was to apply a light lubricant to the 


Gene Burkman 


country and around the world, from Miami, 
Houston, Sacramento and Los Angeles, to 
Taiwan. But he never forgot the Bay Area, 
and in 1991 when the opportunity to 
return as Supervising Project Engineer on 
the extension came up, he was happy to 
accept the new challenge. 

Of course there were some very memo- 
rable moments from the original construc 
tion that will always be hard to top. “There 
were genuine engineering wonders on the 
first BART Project—the Transbay Tube and 
the Berkeley Hills Tunnel,” Gene says. 

Although building the Dubli 
Pleasanton Extension may not be as dra 
matic as the Transbay Tube, every massi 
construction job has its particular difficui 
ties and challenges to overcome. *We r 
building bridges, laying tracks, installin; 
electronic systems. Regardless of how 
many times you do it, there is always something new,” he says. 

Coming back to build the Dublin/Pleasanton Extension is 
“frosting on the cake” for his career, according to Gene. “We 
always loved the Bay Area and wanted to live here,” he says, “and 
now we do again.” He and his wife live in Pleasanton, and he rides 
BART most every day, catching a BART Express Bus in Pleasanton 
to the Bayfair Station and then the train to downtown Oakland. 

“Pm a firm believer in transit,” says Gene, who has saved his 
ticket from the inaugural BART ride in 1972. “I know it will be a 
great benefit when we get finished out to Dublin and Pleasanton.” 
He plans to be on that first ride, too. b 
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“I’m Going to Try It Anyway.” 


inda Mallory, Systems Service Senior Clerk in the 

Transportation Department, is not a person to be easily dis- 
couraged. 

When a teacher at the University of Phoenix, headquartered 
in San Ramon, said “No!” to her idea for a class project, she 
said to herself, “I’m going to try it anyway.” 

Her idea was to organize an Education Fair for BART 
employees who were interested in opportunities for adult edu- 
cation. Her teacher didn’t like the idea, so Linda completed a 
different class project, but she didn’t give up on the idea of an 
Education Fair at BART. 

She talked to the Women’s Advocacy Council (formerly 
known at the Women’s Task Force). Council members liked 
her idea. The Council sponsored an Education Fair and select- 
ed Linda as Chairperson. It was held in May at the 
MetroCenter Auditorium. 

Schools represented were: City University, Santa Clara; 
Dominican College of San Rafael; Heald’s Technical and 
Business School, Oakland; Holy Names College, Oakland; ITT 
Technical Institute, Hayward; John F. Kennedy University, 
Orinda; Laney College, Oakland; Saint Mary’s College of 
California, Oakland; San Francisco State University; University 
of Phoenix; and the University of San Francisco. 

Cooperating were BART’s Department of Training, 
Information Systems Training and Technical/Transportation 
Training. 

More than 200 BART employees attended the event to hear 
from representatives of the schools about the opportunities for 
adult education in the Bay Area. The representatives also 
talked about what their schools offered for college-bound high 
school students. Many BART employees attended with their 
teen-aged children. 

Linda has worked for BART for seven years. Thanks to the 
adult program for Phoenix, she now holds a B.S. in Business 
Administration and Management. 
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FOR SALE! 1989 JEEP 
CHEROKEE LIMITED 

Red, 4W drive, fully load. perfect for 
winter trips to the mountains or 
summer trips to the lake. $9,500. 
Call Tom at 415-8898. 


CAR CARRIER FOR SALE 

Great for excess baggage when 
traveling by car. Hardly used, still in 
box. Only $50. Call Rolly at ext. 
2615 or 510/417-1140 after 5 p.m. 


EVERYTHING BUT THE DRESS! 
Offering wholesale prices. You pick 
the colors, you pick the styles - 
veils, bouq. corsages, ring pillows, 
garters, toppers ctrpieces, etc. One 
of a kind items. Call Ellen at ext. 
5220 (swing Tues-Sat) or 510/778- 
5431 after 10 a.m. 


G.E. AIR CONDITIONER FOR 


SALE Perf. condition, 7 yr. old, 
12,000 BTU window air, cools up to 
650 sq. ft. New at $412, will sell for 
$225. 

GREAT CAMERA FOR SALE! 
Canon AE-1 program camera w/ 
Canon 50mm lens, Vivitar Tele 
Converter lens, 80-200mm zoom 
lens, Albinar wide-angle 28-52mm 
lens, Canon 155A speedigt and 
case. Paid over $900, will sell for 
$400. Call Shawn at ext. 4770 or 
page at 308-5743. 


GREAT LOOKING COUCH FOR 


SALE Excellent condition, 6 ft. 
cream in color, w/rattan on ft. arm 
base. Must sell. $350 FIRM. Call 
Vicki at ext. 7115. 


GOT TRAVELING ON YOUR 


MIND? 

For sale, Thousand Trails Naco 
Gold Card membership. Valid for 
U.S. including Hawaii and Canada. 
Great for family travel, camping out- 
door recreation. Call Jo at ext. 
7116. 


EASURES 
a 


CABIN FOR RENT (Near Twain 
Harte) Two blocks to private beach 
8 horse area (paddle & row boats, 
slide off dock). Nearby lakes for 
boating, fishing and river rafting. 
Historic parks and caves near by. 


Fully equip. w/new beds, sleeps 10. 


$125/wknd.-$50/wkdy.-$300.00 
week. Call Sue at ext. 2235 or 
352-3473 eves. 


FOR RENT 

GREAT CONDO/CABIN 

Maui, HI - 1 bdrm condo (sleeps 4) 
fully equip. Tennis, pools, dining, 
shopping and Maui's best beaches 
just footsteps away. $65/night - 
$400/wk. 

Lake Tahoe - “Cozy” 3 bdrm “A- 
Frame” cabin (sleeps 6+) in forest 
setting & fully equip. 2-mi so. of 
Tahoe City, 10 min. walk to private 
beach w/boat docks, BBQ & tbl. 
grass and game area, panoramic 
views, nearby dining, shops, biking, 
walking trails, casinos and skiing. 
$100/night - $550/wk. Call Dennis 
at ext. 2821 or 510/828-0744. 
(Photo book available) 


KID’s TWIN SIZE BED Wood- 


grain bdrm. set, platform bed, mat- 
tress, hdbd., bkshelves, nightstand, 
6-dr. dresser, pull-out storage dr. 
LIKE NEW! $450 or b/o. Call Ron 
at ext. 7139 or 685-5633 
evenings/wkends. 


Time to clean out those 


drawers, closets and 
garages! BARTalk’s Trash 
and Treasures column offers 
you an opportunity to pick up 
some extra cash for those 
unwanted items you no longer 
need. Send your ads—no 
telephone calls—to Trash & 
Treasures, BARTalk, LMA-1 or 
Fax to 464-7103. 


Youth - continued from front page 


Academy, the Engineering Academy and the 
International Trade and Transportation Academy, 
which are specialized training entities of the Oakland 
Public School District. 

“Because of the academies, with their focussed 
emphasis, our summer youth arrive at BART better 
prepared to really take on a meaningful job,” Brenda 
says. “Our program is not some kind of ‘make-work’ 
situation. BART really benefits and, of course, so do 
the students.” 

As in past years, the summer job project begins 
with an orientation session in the MetroCenter audi- 
torium. The student participants get a chance to talk 
to their prospective BART supervisors, meet students 
from other schools and hear about BART in general. 

Brenda assigns students to available jobs in 
advance of the orientation, based on the student 
applications and the BART jobs available. But she 
makes many on-the-spot changes in job assignments 
at the orientation, after the students have a chance to 
hear about BART directly and to talk to their prospec- 
tive supervisors. 

As part of the orientation, Roy Mays, who works 
for Volunteers of America, spoke on the subject, “You 
Can Make It If You Try.” As you might expect, Brenda 
says, Mays donated his time. 

Jolie Vega and Linda Vasquez talked about BART 
in general, mixing a little bit of history with a descrip- 
tion of what BART does and where it’s headed. 

“The youth summer job program wouldn’t work at 
BART without a whole lot of cooperation,” Brenda 
says. She notes that the program is supported at all 
levels of BART. She thanks Jane Faria of Local 1555 
and Milt Waalkens of Local 790 for their continuing 
support. 

She also thanks Jane Wong, Elizabeth Suesue and 
Margaret Levi, of the Human Resources Department, 
for their help over the years. 

She has a special thanks for Mary Perez of 
Affirmative Action, who stepped in to coordinate the 
program in July, when Brenda transferred to the 
Transportation and System Service Department. 
Last, but not least, she conveys thanks to Edwin 
Kung, Department Manager of Affirmative Action. 
“He's been very supportive of the program,” Brenda 
says. b 
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Dıetired 


Jose Arriola 

Laura Clark 

Larry Danner 
Willard Dawson 
Marion Dewis 
Albert Foreman 
William Frias 
Oscar Gamez 
Katherine Gooden 
Wayne Henderson 
Leander Kraleski 
Alexandro Maldonado 
Robert Rossington 
Robert Streeter 
Leonard Thomas 
Donald Tong . 
Robert Welle 


20 Gears 


Larry Cooper 
James Coppedge 
Ernesto De Souza 
Jeffrey Dutton 
John Evans 

Mary Andrews-Galaviz 
Donald Grady 
Harold Hacker Jr. 
Krishna Hari 
William Huber 
John Jaggard 
Arthur Johnson 
Mario Knapic 
Richard Kerrigan 
Catalina Lagaya 
James Lew 
Gregorio Lintao 
John Maher 
Theodore Ng 
Raymond Ong 
John Ortega 

Rex Remington 
Nuneriano Roxas Jr 
Keith Sato 
Harold Shue Jr. 
Jerry Sherlock 
Victor Sumberac 


Max Tanzo Jr 
John Vickland 
Steven Van Den Broeke 


15 Gears 


Walter Dooley 
Sarah Lee 
Victoria Jennings 
John Stamas 
Forest Tietz 


70 Gears 


Robert Anderson Sr 
Glorious Cheatom 
Alvaro Garcia 
Clifton Johnson 
Susan Kimbell 
Charles Morris 
Theodore Mutch 
Eugene Nishinaga 
Barbara Oden 
Kantilal Patel 
Wayman Raatib 
Andrea Samad 
Catherine Tietz 
Edward Yee 


5 Heat 


Jessie Amos Jr 
Salvador Arriaga 
Robert Au 
Everstine Bell 
Reginald Bingham 
Michael Bleuel 
Leonard Bridges 
David Bryant 
Manuel Calderon 
Angie Cannon 
Frankie Chan 
Durk Chavis 
Jeffrey Conners 
Camilo Cunha Jr 
James Curnow III 
David Dahl 


BARTistics 


March 1 - Pune 30, 1994 


Michael Deasy 
Aida Delmundo 
Glen Eddy 

Joel Estrada 
Jisela Evangelista 
Sammy Evans 
Diane Fletcher 
Angelo Gentle 
Irving Gomez 
John Gordon 
James Harrigan 
Barry Hosier 
Jerry Howe 
James Iams 
Robert Jarvis 
Donald Jewell 
Dennis Jones 
Richard Jones 
Hal Lang 
Henry Lee 
Raymond Lin 
Cora Lo 

Noel Mariscal 
Fred Meacham 
Michael Mello 
Alfonso MoralesJr 
Muata Olatunji 
Linda Ortega 
Stacey Owens 
Deslar Patten 
Eugene Pepi 
Daniel Peterson 
Suong Phung 
Lulu Pineda 
Kenneth Prince 
Nancy Rice 
John Robertson 
Joseph Robinson 
Ricardo Rubio 
Mario Sanchez 
Lester Scanlan 
Jeffrey Svec 
Bryon Tedford 
Oscar Teran 
James Thomas 
Stanley Tsang 
Manuel Vega 
Ronald Williams 
Sum-Hou Woo 
Jessie Woodland 


- 4 
Wes Fires 


Willie Adams 
Ruben Aguilar 
Victor Arroyo 
Malay Banerjee 
Gerald Brooks 
Cyril Butler III 
Steven Chan 
Mary Contreras 
Randy Culver 
Donald Del Carlo 
Cesar Del Castillo 
Dennis Dutra 
Jeffrey Easterling 
Stephen Elliott 
Bruce Fecteau 
Kim Garner 
Michael Goudeau 
Maureen Hawk 
Clark Hubanks 
Donald Hyatt Jr 
Gilbert Jaimes 
Sally Johnson 
Richard Mayes 
Daniel McLorin 
Kelly McMahon 
Johnny Miller 
Robert Ollivier 
Severo Pasol 
Thomas Parker 
Michael Patchen 
Eric Peterson 
Malcolm Quint 
Roger Roan 
Danuario Rodarte 
Ronald Rodriguez 
Guillermo Ruiz 
Sudan Sharrieff 
Anthony Stagnaro 
Constance Ubochi 
Mariano Vila 
Deborah Wetter 
Ruby Woo 

John Wrobleski 
Allen Young 
Daryl Young 


